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Abstract

This talk attends to the ways in which land is inherently agential and communicative. It draws
on the work of Warren Carriou and Vanessa Watts as frameworks from which to consider how
“it is the land itself that communicates to humans through stories” (Carriou 2). Thus
understood, agency is not limited to humans or non-human animals, but rather that land itself
is animate and “full of thought, desire, contemplation and will” (Watts 23). Epistemologies of
land aliveness generate profound shifts in relationality between environments and inhabitants,
guestioning settler-colonial narratives of society as human action on the world. These ideas
will further be considered alongside Danis Goulet’s (dir.) short film Wakening to consider how
the film’s depiction of a post-apocalyptic city can also be a site for the reclamation of terristory
— in which “the deep past” and “the foreseen future” are part of “an ongoing relationship” in
which colonialism is a “temporary rather than [a] permanent reality” (Carriou 5). Following the
warrior Weesakechak’s attempts to locate the Weetigo of Cree history, Wakening illustrates
the way in which the agency of the land is not separate from that of the humans and non-
humans that populate it, but rather is agential and animate. Instead, the film suggests that the
agency of the land, and the ability to communicate with it and have it choose to communicate
as well, may be muted within settler-colonial habitats, but are nonetheless still present.
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